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2. G. von Rad, W. Zimmerli, H. Gunkel:
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3. opficURieY py3-fiasu eauy N3USAA NBUSESREE3YAdU ¢ %M€ | 18CY2 N»inG-
»E H@E3Y13|66A>>3Uu. 1D»Y2 UOAB3l Ox»fi -CAASE Tfcu3AY adYC? |CYO -fias3l O»fi
Y3U3IASE

4.9 Af-fc”)é,r“ﬁé,/E' 9t &3 +a0n Ush-3hg Y»AC AdasU NeUsiasad @Ccucs Usi-shgY
AC« 30E2 YARYCO UC 137 3¢3¢ 3ARBIAL

5. 9+fi»U @i»°€ IDIAYICH 2304518« Boi» Y3133y USEY»30¥« I. 4aECE« 1891« (¢
329£

6.21CU. , 16£

7. Gregor von Nyssa, Auslegung des Hohenliedes 2 (Texte der Kirchenvater), I. Munchen,
1963, (¢ 347£

8. 9%630C A2 6-9« A3i-UsYabACHYA NUO0Y »ufi. uY3-ACE

9. Platon, Gastmahl, Koln, 1978, ¢¢ 28-31£

10. Mircea Eliade, Patterns of Comparative religion, London, 1958, ¢ ¢ 423£

11. Dr. W. Vollmer, Anthologie aller nationen, Sttutgart, 1836, ¢¢ 1143£

UaBCA3aBABACEY V> §EAJEICY

arfixabNC %0U ¢ Ux»3Y 25 iaE3f
808C &3dy»3Y 100 iaE3f
80 Uslap 263¢YanY cei @eUd 9»0»66a0

gaUn»had AaOai 200 iaE3h
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2ABAAGACTY « E303048ACHY »0 N3Ui»O
ANBIGAGACEY? URCETAY ¢ 318V TRaYC
BAC3-Cle Y Y»hé

2visiidfale an N3yaon UsitlabACOYA Yaf UaUéxhiai a6 SIYIPEABACHY Y »hai
1CUBBAMN»0 21t BfiA« &330Y 3U»Yasi»U 1A R3AadY3adCY uéYasACoYY»iY
40 PEY3MBANY »fiA« 3Y3fLAABACOYY»AA »B 3ACOY3EC AYIN3A&BUY»fiA« E3-
+3Y»EAf 3Upadcisy E3030adA»3Y N3gisiasUA »5 AaBE36Y»E4af N3Us-
i»0 -afi%i6a6A»3Y ERIY»AAE AnaOadACHY UA« afi UseY304amsas e psvals-
i3ffi aidU pevaUsNBUSOY ¥ AYI»AA6ACHEYY»iad &3fid-20CY Y30 psos-
U3O'I'é6(;E Y3»6 Y»ﬁl]CY »ﬁ'l'3ﬁ3'|'»6 '|'3 Y-”éY»ﬁéi« u3(')3é3'l'3Y 3YUCQ3'I'3Y
-ARIYA36C &3fs- 3UC;Y£

PY3-a0Y AsUsY3Y»ii¢ Y« YIEYIY N»A3YasssY pelaUseiass-
[86A»Y Y UCYa»B UCia5%1abACHY « TR0YA AY1»E&5Y246% ¢ AdO4&iashY»fiad
URI»ES»ABCY « 2-3640UCY « BAUCY « 1»3YUCY Nii »8 COftrYaCsh AaOa-
ja6t IROYC él2padYuY»iY a6 &3RiFUABYUA O»63I»ii&sl ¢ Chi Na-CCY«
&3UABA»3Y »B &30U3YY»fiady NeUO3UYE aon»UY« IfdYA2 UsitA 4C U»-
14B830Y»1 »0 Ay3Yc3inh &BACRY»f¢, Y« 3UE TA UB3E»f¢, IANY3RY « UREB-
A3U(;Y« é>>(~)30(;Y 'I?’ﬁu»ﬁ »YA"’N&() éﬁY»éé@ AéOéié()nlY»ﬁao N3U3 aU3Ioao—
O304a6ACHYA »6 3URRAY»Ead N3U3i»O -aiifl0abACOYAE

BACETAY ¢ 3BY TAOYC U¢ g« é. TCAUC -EE3BaR p»o»EeY»iA TA N3yiCes-
Y3Y 28i40%0 »6 @3t « ARAYU 3€3Y0 Chch NE3E»EAs 1BU Yé»UoY»Ead«
Y3RUBYSEC Y»fitsRY3NadA»3 U UA UCNCEeads »Y£E

2i13f» O« 3gTadReI»Ol Ushtady 2eiasial &siihai ei»Olassi
AEE3EAS N3Y-3U3YUA alY. 1.27¥%« V&R0 Y 1A R»RiadC DCY adEIC i3fsi-
UCY. w30V N3%4Co A, NA»REFIY»figY i3 138»0CH« u3Uo6 »6 +3é0ai 4o
&3ICBaT Y23UY 8631»0CH »d 040 3fcfias-aniadA»3Y? i»fis30as 13i-»-
6Crg nél 8. 6¥£ 206 26iastiantealy Usiit»030adUai UsitA 1A i»fisYa-
fia-40C« CYa4¢ 8 [JA8e, a00aé 2630»E. Paéo¢ °u Ox»f NCY I»3YuY ad Y3E-
ICY -afi»fiA« »6 Yan U3t »O¢ 02 O»fi 2A3RACY &3il»ACY N3UsO3UY Ya-
fia-a0»Eaig al0 3. 10¥« N2OanICo TA 13¢Y3U 2¢iadial uYasA»3Y o', &
1. 4%« CEl »ACCY 3B&iRYC &3I»ACY U¢ ¢ @i 25. 31-43%« ity Y 28i-
&0°1 »0 Usfit YaUY363] 1A Y»AlBU3Y3Y U»%CE

BCEIAY ¢ a0A»Y 8%°30CY « 28ia51al Usfit»026a0UA? afige & 2e-

|é6IaU U3U|YaoA»3Y ae3laoU« U3°n1A é(”)Y(; C;un»o Ya3|3l »0 | 1ﬁ13
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ACOYY ¢« &b N3630A 1»3Y0 1A 3¢Y3U »0 44 eaél i»ea0ACOYE é330Y
I U»fiit0 131146 uBO30%1RY « AYI»BUCY 40 1Y1»&303Y -Y33Y»fiA« N»-
i»33YU »Y UsitagyY 1alU¢ Usitady 1o U 13i%iadal 2Y3itiadACoYY»-
fiadY« I»O»UadUY»fadY « R3N3-aniaduUY»fiadyY a6 UhLiBUCY CsdeYo péYs-
WfiaduUY»nadY.8E

I D»i»33u3fi« 3REANC HAEAR i3-Y3aY»fady &3ix3eA UshtA CYUY
¢8°2 TyA&¢ 2icU 2. BAAOCIaé« »B UCE 3YLCY 1y36»EQY 2 "' »AO»N¢ UA
UY30adY Niitde i UAY ¢ COMPURYACHRA UitadY« a800a6s3@ Uito»3E 26-
ia6ia0 1»3YuC NBU»ECCY Usc CYUY2CYU CiSEARS
2,23 2520A/£0U

USESURAGEIAY ¢ 3BY RAG3YY»fiadY« 0ACY3I UadY3iRY URIAUACY Ug g«
3ALRABACOYA TA RO3Ifiade i ande é I»haYsieY URi»Esi»fid« af Co-
ARUSYACBACY 140 1BU Ch Cii*dadYuAa Neg3esnsiRéassl i»fidai« e300y
UC3A3U3YSl 33fCUAR 83ACHAT +AE3BAO»EAT »0 3¢3Y0 CR33N3G3e3-
fiaBACEY UsUisfisfinE4d HAEARCY UCC»O£E

A CYade+é URtaBACEYA 308 A»AC AUNEYasUY»fig Y afdisiey asiasu
UA T3i3fi»0 12, 8C 3iBAadACHY »0 USALBUCY CiisgadYuVY»iias usO30sin-
A&BACHYA« a6f UsitY 46 USLiBUCY 31AcY38%i1a040ACHYA 3¢63¢Y3N»AA »Y
33Y0 &iind¢, EIfadA»Y « U»%4G TA 136300, 2814033340 YEAL
»B 1»€ 287146140 N»i UsiitadyY xR-ACT Usiidu»RadACOYAE ad6iC U3HLA T4a-
ao®l ¢ Cns-ani»Ead 3€iassBuCY 3Ue &3i-»0A« USY3E3Y! an 2¢iadial
3MHAOACOYA IBA»EC &¢, +AE3ACY»E UALBUCY 3ABAA0A»3UN. | °A

@Coe 140U « 3iitnadACaYA2 E30304adA»3Y NCUYSRRAY ¢ £ ofiCeia-
Y ¢3RY TROYA TA U»iiA¢, an»6¢ ptAsYasU 3iiiadA»3Y »6 E3030asA»3Y
UGe»0« »fiu G EYICA 3RESANC »3 U3itad +iladA»3Y2 3o»ifsY3eY iis-
UaBACHYY»hai -aniY3aeé Cshi [73Uua0eceoY»Y«a0anUasACHYY ad xRUSH-
iAACOYA Citfi ACIC N3YICACY« 3fit3adACoYY ad E3030aBACHYA 4Gt
&CiC 40¢3-a0n»Y § ned 84. 10¥£

2fil« DCY ABEICY U¢ g« N3g3io»3EA TA N3oiRh 28iasial 3its-
fiadA»3Y o0 111. 4«6¥« »0 A, 2814831 WeACu &CIC RYaRN¢, paAEAR 3YAY 6«
anavyu 3ABRadACaY 1A -afil»Y. ! 1 AA Ch uiadACBEYA ACIC RYaRN, « »6 Ux»h
»AICAA Ch 8ia80A 1BU. 3iBRadACEYA 3YaR 3¢c»0¢ Y ACIC i3Ys¢ « afidg é-
Y%C Ch 3fAA0ACEYA U»¥C 1»3YUC OACYST A0 Yg ce0 84. 12¥£ é330Y«
U3A -3¢ Y»40 a6ead00adUY»hady 3¢3YOuA TA 134U i 3ARadACoYA« 4of
OeRiane Y 1y3ArUsUiasc itAY»Aady « 30URY»AadY « afu»fadY« 3URACY»-
fiady 0-Y»Ead Niisd¢ A2 3i3iadA»3Y »B6 CARGAGYUC RAC-CleY Y»A&isTU
3YAY O« ANAYU 3YOR¢ YADA»3Y IBYAYY»ii TA 3NUBY»Y« »6 30Y LACAY»AadY«
anaYu 3YCit0adACaHY TA -fi»Y« afde é %C 30UsIY»hadY BieisYA Eaia-
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fi»Y§ o0& 10. 1-2¥%« UCYA %fi»U»30 @3fi-3f¢, [yA&.,.18 U 3Yaf« ai Cii 1adYA
Yiil3Y Ui« 40 Ch i»fAY3iadY»AA 3YCAR6adA»3 U 1A BCY ¢« CA 1itoCY ORC
TA BY»0Y ¢, »0 3YaM 3RE3A0A»3YA PAOUA Aix3fi»fi  § oof 22. 13¥£

283« pfiC&iag? Chlai Ushtao UCe»d N3g3esfiabACaY N3giEi»6 a0
3. 28¥%« »0 3ABAABA»3Y 14530 Bo»AcRY EanlY a6 iPiadasACoYA« »fiu
03YL.YOfe Y 3YY2Ccal I»idai U»iA»6 3Y3ABRasACE YA« YAUYCel 30é Ofi»fiad
Weéx»fiaie iYi»&3BY« AYI»ABUCY »3 1030SRY 3Y3ALAAGACEY Y»AALE

O3€I0R¢ Y« ACETAE Uta0 Ue g Y3E CYUYLCYU AUNEY»0 andc e |e43-
830afg a0l 22. 27¥%« /ES »ilfdan 1»3YUA 3&fi»6%0 300BY»hadY« NCa3YL-
Y»iiadY« N3feRrNzAase Y»naoY Nx»i aOl 4. 18-19%« »3 +Al*-ancRY 3¢3-
U»EABACBYA Ciz-ani»0 3YAYO AYWU¢ce YE AEYEALE Y3»0« YoRlad3Y»fadyY »6
N3E3{a631Y»fad Y2 3%431a0ACHY »0 3ABRAOACDHY URiaYe»0. | ofitYC 3YAYO«
anavyu 1A NEsiadCY 3nnacA»3Y N3Usfi« ARAIN»i»d 3YAYO ¢ »AlYUC 3h-
UBUABACHERD 5. 10¥%« C&l 1»O»0a0Y»AY 46 R3N3-aRiadY»nA &3E3fc»0.
11370 O»vaC« I»ORBaNY»fi« Ofi¢ YUC 408400CAY»f »0 +3ACE»OCY »fi« &4f 3Y3Ya0-
ECY« 83UCACY 40 83UsYCY iB&3YARtA 140 1PU »B | BYi»esu Ofg YUCY 13-

B3RAUABACOYAE 284Y0 &¢il ¢ -aRBA»E« 3630 UCBEY»AA 3YinE»E4D §
o@i 23. 23¥£ %8 e« E3E»3E giCEiasC N3Y1, 8 U»h a8Y»631 NegsitA« -
630301 Nicde i UAY ¢ U»RA»EAD 3YCRRGA0ACHYA »8 &3U0RA»E4d 46 RU»Ead
UsYadY 3itniadA»YE @CYa gfiCeiasC NieR3+¢ UsRasACHYAR Uxis-alyY
35304U0Y ¢ Ac2 ¢ AA SABACY Ta0UCY ¢ £

adn»UY« 2eiadial &il»iai 8i»0iassl UsiitAa UsYOY3éadA»3Up
a¢il ¢ AYésge 36iad%BUCY 3itfiadA»3Y 1aaCY« NeUsi»O -anisi-
6406A»3Up &3URA»E4D A3ACUCY 40 3Y3ABAABA»3Y 1¢ U« afaiN»i»6 3f-
BRAGACEYA2 UsitBUCY AYI»AadA»3Y 3iA»a3+»iigY UlY ¢« E3030406-
A»3Y 1BYA0 x3Y3837iN« »8 NCUY3E3CeE2 AaDaiadntY»nas +aE-Ushizu»-
fiaBA»3YOE BCYE oiiCeiasC E303048ACHYA? Cufi»d 3€iad%crUCY URIBYa-
fid- &3f-»0 o2, Aé 5. 23¥%« +4E3BAO33A TA i3fisl¢, 3fisRa0ACOYAL
", £202080A/0U

E303040ACOYA TA N3Y1Ce3YsU UsitiBUCY 1»3YUC ¥431-30U3Y »6
U3é3¢ctCUABA»3Y Y3E383UUSYA »0 URTAUAY»f46 3Y»Ol &3N&sYUsyY
Y3EANEAE

E30304a06ACHY AC YR3Y3I»fi &3ivs%4c e &%iniitaUC 13U 3ACHY3EC
AYIN3RadUY»had peoliBUABACHY « »0 aa 3E aUAa&i TA &3istiacC Ushtao
13U UsAtBOCY Usfisu»adACoYY»had ifitU« anaiN»i»d eaél N3Usi»0 -a-
Usi646A»3Y UA 3fBICY »fi»BaUAA as £ E303048ACHYA Na-»i3Y s0Y Yx»ii-
UCY 3YIARAY ¢« »Ap USAtA TA -Cifl6C Ag2 YIE | 28ia6% CYu E30046-
ACOHY 1A &3i-»0¢,§ ©2. Aé 5. 23¥%« »iilfanie YaUYCuY UsitA 2&iasiau &i»0-
[-aRlabACOYY ¢« »B ECCHid AésY-antA ghniCceiaeC Negisisl E3Os-
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OadA»3Y. 196 »36 E3030A0A»3Y 30»ICEA 14530 HAEARCY § oo+ 2. 17¥F

DCY a6EICY U¢c« E3O304BACHYA TA Y»Air03Y3U ande e Ushtas 13-
Bfi»3E »AG3YIAaBACBYAE @3AtA CYULLCY U 1A 1230 383Nai« -aNadYs[ »6
N3Y-Céi« 48 1A hé»6anadCyY E30304adA»3Y »Alfitdan iCx3A« 3UeCYuyY?
UshitadY Uitu»RadACEYA CYUY Cfi 3YOCY« PYABA»3Y »8 iC»Ya»AuCY Ni.
L OR[37 3i»Y »& pY3I»63U 3YAY 6 Nvic afayu 1y8ie, CY E303040ACEYAE %
E30303%¢ i ¢ C« »Ap Elée C23YAY 1A NeBifiade CY CVYig néd 119. 5-6%« »d
Na-»Bdan iCx3lA2 3UBCYUY Usfitao »0 28iadial N»i a6Y»63 Usfisu»nas-

3YNBEEBY »6 N3G3UBY Bitl0Y»AAL PCYA @aies C RAGYCY« 28i-
ol A YIBiasC | &%i»ftllUC 3¢iadsl 8« & &%i»fcksUC x3Upai Cii Aa-
O&iadniCY TA &3 -»0¢ 1»3Y U« +AIABACEY »d E3O30A6ACHY o°F 15. 1-3¥£
&3B0Y Usi-3ng Y»iiadY 1a0U¢, U»OuAa 3upaOesieY 3¢adUai isasii-
40»Eai 0O 6. 13-14¥%« 28140631 PBACUC « 3ft3AadA»3Y 40 ERPABA»3Y « »B N»-
i»@3usii2 E303040A»3Y 28146°%1 »03%0 0ofi 29. 11-13¥£

283« IE30304BACHY »AIAC ifit08 YR3Y3p3Yai« USfit»O30»3E 26i-
ao%1antealy »3YUCY »0 3é30»Ea0A»3Y NCUDA »03%0 E303040ACHYA« »A-
O»NgUeY UCYa»d U3¢ A« UCYa»0 °fiadesde U »0 1a0-4A3...£ @R 3fi¢ Y »1ad
OOV UA »AIBUCY E30304a0A»3Y -faid CiitltY36%0 afiCéiaeC 3YOCY
U¢.¢ a0l 2. 14¥%« &iaiN»i»0 3YCIR afié & 36iad3isiadn &37-»0« &3i»AY ¢
oNCEIA8C E30304a0A»3Y « afi 3RE3AN »133 USAA0 I»3YU &3fi-»B»Ead. ! %
»[3U2 afid¢ 8%2C 1»3YU ABY»Y3Y« »B E»GadY 1»3YU a0Y»BNO[ 2. 14¥E

onCeiaeC E30304a0ACHYA »AIAC iftU USAUY304aRad»0%0« »fip 2Y Ux»fi-
A»6 3Y3LRABACEYY 4 ific AEYiABACEYA aOl 6. 382« 0-Y»0 3008Y»-
fiadY« NCB3YLY»fadY« iiPAY»adY « 148 4600»6 i»fig BE 3U¢ Y 1»&3IC iCHs-
a»1adA»3Y0 adi 20. 25-28%« »d E303046ACHY NB&SinE. | 9ASYC 3YAYOo«
anayu E300a6A»Y Ne&iriadUCY NeUsh 17BRESICY « afiaiN»i»d 3YAYu
2gia61a0 aftCY»ii ACIC 14340CY § o@i 5. 9¥E /E EYICH E303040A»3Y « oiiCe-
ia& A»E3i»0 8CA»E YAUYCel ARY3UCY»8CH»6¢°0 O»ii ARYUCY »AA« OANY»-
6¢0 O»Ys 3YCIAOVY» A« IBACH Afig 0 O»Ys 3ia0Y»RadY »d 300A»6.,0U 3YAY6 Na-
Usfic afaYu O»Y4 1A 831a%7»Y a6 1A NSE3i»\§ odi 5. 43¥£

096 3¢30»E« gNCEIAEC 408400a0UY»AA Eade3i08IC i3l 3¢CY [3é3-
UadA»3Y »6 CYUYAYBUABUC -303+3AY»AA2 Cuii»6 E303040A»3Y x3Ys-
&N aUN 13. 12-15¥£ /&l UCea6eC E3a»EadACHYA? N3RiadACHY -4U36460
Y3E U3hta0 »8 28iadial UCc»6 a0l 23. 34¥%« »6 U»iaU Usfitad UCc»d« CYaa é
a0048 2830»3E [yAE¢2 | 2Y ¢ U»h N3RIPASHA  § 00+ 2. 14-14%« i»fig3as & /S
E30304a0ACHYA TiRI»Eai U»¥2C aUN 12. 27¥£
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OCY E30304dACHYA NCUY4ss ¢ N3asiuC« UAUEC »8 eChRaU ifitU« »d Na-»6ar
a30u0eniA2 3Ué RYARANUY»AA TA ¥237-30Y ¢, U»fi UgcE

IEs0304BACHY »AIAC ifBUSE

PaGfc »filad N3v43 BACY»f 3¢3c« E3030a0A»3Y EaUEA »AO»N¢Ug Y
x3¢33UA»0« »B pfiCeiae 13036 paEan AsUsysiy»nas  E3O3040A»3Y
FERESYA ofiCéiaeC E3030a0ACHYA Asésy 3 UsfitAa 83fisdafi ¢, 303-
E303048ACHYA« ande e Na»oan NCUU Y3»6 N3U3i»O -anici6a6A»3YE
1. D2@7°0 Tasi2oacAA£o6U

AaQaiasniC UA 3YN3RBYABACHYA nidentity¥ 131,040 -aniaYY»AA
Ex»Aitfe Y 3éYAa03l »Y Chdnad N»i« CAsfile, TA TYCY« %Ciidh TA &30U3Ys3-
Ban»Y« Chzfad iU TA Y»fi-afil»Y« CAsAUAI TA %0f3Y3Y »6 CAdh 36»EC TA
R»Ri»YE a6&iC« N3USUYSBY »°8C ¥-30a0UA UCCRI 13U »6 »03( ¢ Aada-
ja0ntY»1a0 U¢ g« afi ¥43-3Y3EAT TA i»fitladC 3%43UCY -CiRI6a0A»3YE

2084a0NRY»A0« USALCT Cisfiad TA YURYCY Chi»Y6 3UEY3Y RFACHY »fdi«
O:iadbUY»fiai« »fp»UY -afii»Eas »O3Y3iai« YAUYCEl ChinY6 Y2-3040UY»RaiE D»-
i»&3efi« AAOAIABALY»fad R+adUA2 83iU4a0A»3Y NY3-40Y RAGYY»fisY 3¢-
130 »03 ¢« »6 A3UBYSIC NaE&AIAUACY Nixi 1303 ¢ 30»EC p3vaUsiadUsY Cw
»fip YAOY iO30RIAASRY URMIAUAA BA»EC ¢ 1Y»E 46ACR AaOaiadnty»iad
Ui »08F£ EYEA.E Y3»O« HAEAR U»a0ACEYY»Aad »06 3l ¢ UY»fiad »O»0ladACHYA«
BO3Y1A« 3630CYA0ACHY A« palny ao NisdaUnA TA 13U3Y3U 46ACRY»fad Nyi
40Y»0% Piu»AadA»3Y6 U¢,cE 2N3G3€Cl« 30&i»0 TA xBU3AIAGCY 2ficU 2.
BAGOCIa8C ENeu»fiA2 IPCECY 3ARCE Y3Y3UBYABA»Y Ug cu »0 U»fi 143Y3-
Y3YABACHYY»AA UC3ECY 3ArREED »é« Yan Ofi»had &3kAsYaY ¢ URs-
I»E ! oAlE08a0A»3Y URAUA §2% anae 6%C UALBUCY pstaU3RAR AYI»fas-
A»3Y Ug g N3U3i»0 -afiifi646A»3Up 1CUBBE» YU »fAfant N3vz3isU»3iC
UsiRNfsGe AY»AAE 20807« »AIEQ8A0ACEYA?2 »3YUC »AIENEABACEYY ¢« af 1A
YR3Y3l¢, N3U3-4URI040ACHY « +4E-3141»040ACHY « +4E-Y»fi-aniadACEY »d
Nsesfidizo »YANAO»f asifiseinEa N3Usi»O -afilfloasA»3YE

BACEIAY ¢ 33Y TROYC U g« 28iadial asii»iai ei»0lassi UsfitAa
CIFGABY( 346V C SYOYSImfiaY AEESEAGE @9t SHiCY T4545UY 46 A

TA peROR3Y30 DBCY abEisY. ! /£ YA E3D »0 aite Y N3x»EC ¢« »fip »OpeUnY»i
UGC2ECY TA uYSiCYE i¢.AA NaY Ch GANYABACHYY 46 UsGCi»Y33Y 1»3YUA &C-
iCRU § el 132« 1.4¥F

306« N3U3i»O -aniiti6a0A»3Y 3Y+aE3ACY»EC Y3E383UUSYA N3Y-
1Ce36a0 &Cinal »d »OpsUnasA»3Y U»is-auyY GACYSIA 13A036 giCeiaecy
Usit»020a0UAR Cufi»d 36iad2rUCY éCRal -»s-auy 3hirUsUiadACHY o2,
UN 4.10%« »6 383 gfiC&iaeC &3i-3U3 &¢ AA aUN 13.35¥% »6 N3gisi3| Es-
004BACHYA nafiadyY UECY 3ty Y 3YLAciO3Y U¥E
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2fil« GACEIAE [JAE:,. | BCH»0¢,°U %Gt CYAA,E »& O»Ys ECTi»0C? 140U 3E
Crdh €CA»0¢, 8 tUN 13.34%« C&l UAIN3YY ¢, 2630»3E 3¢3¢CY Y3URICY Usc 1A
R»Ri¢,. ' °A¢, 2814031 3U88¢ 6 ECH»0 U»la« 383 40M»UY U»YU »08 84il ¢,
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THE DOCTRINE AND THE
SACRAMENTS
OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

The Armenian Church accepts the first three councils of the Christian
Church. They are the Nicean (325 A. D.), that of Constantinople (381 A. D.)
and that of Ephesus (431 A. D.), and her doctrines are founded upon the
creeds and dogmas of these councils. The Nicean creed is the basis of the
Armenian Church doctrine. The Church of Armenia does not recognize the
council which was held in the city of Chalcedon in 451 A. D.

According to the Church of Armenia, Christ has “Incorruptible body and
one united nature”. In other words, Christ is perfect man and perfect God; but
neither His human nature is separated from His divine nature, nor His divine
nature from His human nature. These two natures are so united with one an-
other that they are indivisible and are not two, but one. Christ has taken His
body from the Virgin Mary and under the influence of the Holy Spirit it has
been changed into incorruptible body and so united with divine nature that it
is impossible to divide or separate them from each other.

This is the reason why the Armenian Church does not pour any water
into the wine at the Holy Mass and also keeps the Holy Mass bread free
from any fermentation. That is, the Church uses plain bread and pure wine
in the Holy Communion service as a symbol of Christ's inseparable nature
as Man and God.

According to the doctrine of the Church of Armenia, the Holy Spirit
proceeds from the Father only. Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as a Trinity,
have formed one nature, one Divinity, and not three gods but one God, one
will, one kingdom, one power, one administration and one dominion.

In the Armenian Church sacraments are seven in number.

(a) Baptism in the Armenian Church is performed by immersion in
water three times, “In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit”.

In the Greek Church, baptism is also performed by immersion, but in the
Roman Catholic Church, and in some Protestant churches, baptism is per-
formed by the sprinkling of water, while the above words are recited.

The Apostle Paul said of baptism: “ Buried with him in baptism
wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God,
who hath raised him from the dead” (Colos. 2, 12).

(b) The Sacrament of Confirmation is performed by the priest immedi-
ately after baptism in the Armenian Church.

In the Roman Catholic Church the priest only baptizes the child, and
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at a later date the bishop confirms him.

Meuron (holy oil of the Church) is composed mostly of olive oil and the
oils of the flowers of balsam and the essence of various sweet flowers.

Confirmation is also called “the anointing, or sealing”, according to
Apostle Paul: “Now he which establisheth us with you in Christ, and hath
anointed us, in God, who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the
spirit in our hearts” (Il Cor. 1:21 - 22).

(c) The Sacrament of Penance is performed in the Armenian Church
according to a written formula, through the confessor priest. The Armenian
Church is rich by supplications, songs, hymns and prayers concerning re-
pentance. They are very touching and inspiring and can lead the sinner to
repentance when he follows them with sincerity and an open heart.

(d) The Sacrament of Holy Communion was established by Jesus
Christ at the time of the last supper.

The ceremony of the Holy Eucharist is the most solemn and impres-
sive part of the Armenian Church service. Eveb foreign visitors regard it as
very inspiring and very impressive.

(e) The Matrimony . In the Armenian Church the priest performs the
service of Holy Matrimony according to the instructions of Mashdots (Book
of Ceremony).

Divorce is not encouraged by the Church, except for fornication. In this
case divorce is permitted by the Catholicos.

Marriage with close relatives is also forbidden in the Armenian Church.

In the early days the limit was eight generation apart — now it is five. This is
very important for a healthy generation, and also in a moral sense.

(f) The Ordination . A candidate for the holy order is elected by the
votes of the people, and then is presented to the Bishop of the Diocese, to
receive his ordination. The priest, or any Vartabed (celibate priest) cannot
ordain any person for the Church office. Only a Bishop has authority to or-
dain the deacon and the priest, but the Bishop cannot ordain anyone if the
people have not elected him. On the other hand, the Bishop has the right
not to ordain anyone if after conscientious examination he finds him unwor-
thy of the high and holy office of priesthood.

(g) The Order of the Sick and the Extreme Unction is the ceremony
which is performed by the minister of the Church for the sick person, who is
at the point of death. The important parts of this order are repentance,
prayer and holy communion.

As to the Extreme Unction of the sick is performed in the Roman
Catholic Church, the Armenian Church does not practice it, finding no reli-
gious value in it.

The Armenian Church only anoints the hands and foreheads of the
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clergymen, at their funeral, simply to honour them in regard to their
priestly and holy office.
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