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Archbishop Papken’s Message

Once again, we celebrate. The celebration of all cele-
brations, the birth of the new King in the city of Bethlehem.
Christmas is around the corner once more, the celebration of
our Saviour’s birth, the one who came to the world for our eter-
nal salvation.

The angels of heaven leaped with joy, in seeing the mi-
raculous and magnificent birth, and exclaimed “God of Gods
and Lord of lords, you are the saviour of the world.” The shep-
herds having witnessed the prince of peace and the sun of righ-
teousness, joined the angels in singing with joy “Glory to God
in the highest.” The Three Wise Men noticed the radiance of the
star and following its sign came to Bethlehem, glorified God,
worshiped the Lord, and offered their most valuable gifts.

The King, born of a Virgin was baptized in the Jordan
River by John the Forerunner, and through him the universe was
cleansed of all sins. Put simply, through him fallen humanity
was restored and the world enlightened.

Thus, the celebration of Christmas is in fact a celebra-
tion of God’s revelation (Epiphany). The celebration of the en-
counter of God and man. The celebration of our restoration and
renewal.

Come, therefore children of the same people, let us
pledge to renew and keep absolute the authentic image of God
inside of us. Let us accept with faith into our lives the one born
of the Holy Virgin, similar to Simeon the Elder.

During the festive times of New Year and Epiphany, do
accept our warmest well wishes and congratulations. May the
New Year be a new milestone of blessings, self-consciousness
and renewal for each one of us.

May the birth of God’s Son from the Holy Virgin become
the pathway of truth and eternity for each Armenian.

| bid you all a blessed New Year and Christmas, prayer-
ful that the child Saviour grant peace on earth and goodwill
toward men, based on justice and love.

Y | Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Jeu nesse

(WITARTORACTIAY/ [N (1 Kings 3:5)

What if God asked you this question? What would your
request be?

In the book of Kings, we come across a very young king,
Solomon, famous for his extraordinary wisdom. He inherited his
father’s throne at the age of only 18. The era of his father and
predecessor King David was eventful, mildly put. David had to
face enemies, both foreign and domestic, including his son Absa-
lom, who rebelled against him. When one reads the whole story,
it is hard to imagine the burden of responsibility that was put on
Solomon’s shoulders, because of the complexity of the socio-po-
litical circumstances that he had to deal with.

God appeared to Solomon in a dream and asked him:
“What do you want? Ask, and | will give it to you.” (1 Kings 3:5).
Solomon’s answer pleased God, since he did not ask for a strong
army, nor wealth, nor the annihilation of his enemies. What he
asked for was wisdom! God’s response was: “Because you have
asked for wisdom in governing my people with justice [...], | will
give you a wise and understanding heart such as no one else has
had or ever will have! And | will also give you what you did not
ask for - riches and fame!” (1 Kings 3:11-12). Wow! What God
was basically saying is that, since Solomon asked for wisdom, he
could be entrusted with fame and fortune as well!

How many times have we heard the scandalous stories of
the rich and the famous, the powerful and the prestigious, who,
at one point thought they had it all, but what they really lacked
was character and wisdom, so they fell and hit rock bottom.
There’s a saying, that goes something like this: do not ask God to
raise you to heights, where your character is not strong enough to
sustain you.

WISDOM! It begins with God’s reverence (Proverbs 1:7),
acknowledging his existence and living gratefully, humbly, and
responsibly in God’s presence, with the realisation that life is not
about us, humans, but rather everything is from God, exists by
God and for God’s glory (see: Romans 11:36). If so, we need more
than human experience and expertise; we need divine wisdom in
order to understand his plan for our own lives.

%f{(f /g/ arl /G‘)/Ka/z

Message de Prelat

Encore une fois, nous célébrons. La célébration ultime, la
naissance du nouveau Roi, dans la ville de Bethléem. Noél est
tout pres, la célébration de la naissance de notre Sauveur, celui
qui est venu au monde pour notre salut éternel.

Les anges célestes ont réjoui, en observant la naissance
miraculeuse et magnifique, et se sont exclamés: «Dieu des dieux
et Seigneur des seigneurs, vous étes le sauveur du monde.» Les
bergers en témoignant le prince de la paix et le soleil de la jus-
tice, se sont joints en chantant avec joie: «Gloire a dieu au plus
haut des cieux.» Les rois mages ont remarqué la splendeur de
Létoile et en suivant son signe sont arrivés d Bethléem, ont glo-
rifié le Seigneur, et ont offert les cadeaux les plus précieux.

Le Roi, ndit de la Vierge, a été baptisé dans le Jourdain

par Jean le Baptiste, et a travers lui Uunivers a été purifié de tous
échés.

P Ainsi, la célébration de Noél est en conséquence une

célébration de la révélation divine (Epiphanie). La célébration du

rencontre entre Dieu et homme. La célébration de notre restau-

ration et notre renouvellement.

Venez donc, enfants du méme peuple, engageons-nous a
renouveler et garder pure Uimage véritable en nous de Dieu. Ac-
ceptons avec foi dans notre vie celui qui est né de la Sainte Vierge,
pareillement a Siméon.

Durant ces fétes propices du Nouvel An et de UEpiphanie,
veuillez accepter nos souhaits et félicitations les plus chaleureux.
Que le Nouvel An soit une nouvelle étape de bénédictions, de
conscience de soi et de renouvellement pour chacun et chacune
de nous.

Que la naissance du Fils de Dieu de la Sainte Vierge, devi-
ent le sentier de la vérité et de Uéternité pour chaque Arménien.

Je vous souhaite tout un Nouvel An et Noél bénit, priant
que Uenfant Sauveur offre paix sur la terre et bienveillance parmi
les hommes, fondé sur la justice et lamour.

Bonne Année et Joyeux Noél

Dialogue with the youth

Christ is with us to liberate each of us from the slavery of
death. According to the bible, death is not only the cessation of
physical existence; it is also the absence of God and the dominion
of sin. God so loves the world and humanity that He sent His only
begotten Son to liberate us from the bandage of sin, as states the
Evangelist (John 3:16).

The Christ is God’s offer of “Abundant” life to humanity.
We are invaded in our daily life with the kinds of trends and ten-
dencies, with the sort of ways of life and patterns of thought that
make us the captives of fear and insecurity. Christ conquered the
death by his cross and gave us new Life.

We are living in a world full of uncertainties and anxieties.
Let us remind ourselves that the child of Bethlehem is with us as
we carry on our combat of faith and hope.

Let us not forget the words of ST. Paul : “We are hard
pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in de-
spair, persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not de-
stroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:9), because Christ is and will remain our
liberator.

Aram | Catholicos of Cilicia
Antelias - Lebanon
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4Eph thnpuwnkEu [Ggnil E Lniuwinphsh wpunwunipny:
gnnnyncpnp yphwewnwy, np huswtu UGS Iwjpwwbnp
Jtn Gpyhpp (pruwienptg  pphunnUEnLetwU  [njuny,
wjuwtu wi hp wnopeutnnLU wpqwuhep hwunhuwgnn
Ywuptnp, hp dwnwgwjrnn |njuny swnh funphpnwuh
huwLwpp Yp hGnwgut dtnp Gpyph Gpyuwywdwptu no
Wuwnnntwéwjhu [nwubntu gqopnietwdp Y’ wnwsounpnk
pninp wunup, npnup hptug wnopputnnLu punJtetu
qUuwnniwé Yp thwnwpwutu:

«Lnuwinphsh  Ywupbn»-hu  gopnietwl
hwiwwnpp wjupwl wpdwwnwgwd £ UGp dnnnynipnhu
dtp, np hwy dnnngnipnh UGé pwlwuwntndubpp'
3. (nLdJwuGwul n.  Jdwhwu (eEpEGwlp,
pwlwuwntbnédniehiultp gnwé Bu wju Jwupl:
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SEp Shuniu 2phuwnnu,
npwktugh ubd nL Juwdpn: Yp hwiwwmwd, SEp, np Yp (nLuwenpbu
hd uhpwnu, npnyhtwnbr It nnnpdwéd Uunniwé Gu:

GL 2tq thwnp juLhwnbwl:
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Quinwuupp sk, np dnnnynipn Up puwslgtint 6L énybint wdGUEU
wgnnt Uhgngutptu Jtyp' wunp quiwyutnp, JwpBuh |Ggnt gnpéwétinc
hpwinlupElu gnpytGLu E: 3wy dnnnynipnp ywwndniptwl pupwgehlu jwdwlu
EupwnpynLwé Eudwl yEpwptpdniueh: Ununtwqu yEpghu hwphpwdtwyh,
OudwutGwU YwjupnieBUEL uyubw|, UpusGe Swpwywu Yuwjupniehitl G
funphpnwjhu Uhniehiu, thnpéwé Bu gt hulbp JGp [Ggnil, wnwhuny
LUwbGL JwjpBUupEl Jtgh thnpuwligninn  wqquwjht wndtputptu G Jtp
hupUnLetwl hwpniun 2nGdwpwUbl wupwwntG): PwpGpwhinwpwn, Jdtn
Jpwj pwubgniwé wyu dhgbpp gupn wwwpnhtt wugwé Bu, pwuh np Jtn
NuytnwpEl uyutw UhUgkL opu Uhowin wi Gnwé GU hwyGpEup swnytgunnutn:

Wuon uwywju, ng vhwiu dtGp |Ggnt, wyp LwbGL 2wwn  Jp
dnnnyncpnutpne [Ggniubpl ne wyneUEpp Jwwugniwé Bl
JuyuGpwwwunniebwl Uunp npubinpnudutGpnil wngbL: Yp wGultup, RE
hUuswtu hwdwphuwphwjuwgnudp, nhpwwtwnn [Ggnith dp® wugGpEupu
wluwywpyblh gbpwywnietwdp, Yp JnuE Jtp wnndubpp, nwpngutpp,
wynwdpUtpp, Unp 6inn nL dwnynn Jwunctyubpne wnontbwjhu ke nL Yn
gbpE quunug, Yp thnpuE wunug |Ganiwdwnwénnniehill no Yp juthpinwyk
dwyptuhny wphupwhhu pwgncGine wunlug hpwwniugp:

GwnGLwpwn, (U ke £ putg, npwtu sunne, nwunhwnwy Yud
nGywywn, GrE Y’'nigblup npwktu wgg gnjuwnbt) 6L npwktu dwnwugnpnp
Utupnwh nunnd Ywunwpt, nkwyh wwwagw): Mwunwupiwup® ywpg E:
MNwpquuwtu wkwnge Euhpt) hwjtptup: Upptl 6L ywhwwub quiju: Mwhwwut®
wwpbgubing, wwpbgutl® agnpéwéting, gnpéwéts Swnybgubind G
Swnytgut® gnipgnipwiny, wluwywpy uppny, dhwulwpwp, onwyniwé
nwqUwywpnietwdp up nt wdbwywpBinppt wupuynpytih hwiwwnend:
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