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Message du Preélat

L’inestimable Marguerite

C’est la féte de I’Assomption de la Bienheureuse Vierge-Marie est c’est
une opportunité pour nous tous de penser a la Sainte Vierge, de réfléchir a
propos de sa vie et les réles qu’elle a joués dans les églises chrétiennes en
général et particulierement dans 'église arménienne apostolique.

Quand l'archange Gabriel annoncga a la Vierge-Marie sa maternité divine,
la Vierge-Marie devenue la Trés Sainte Vierge-Marie, parce qu’elle est
devenue enceinte sous l'action de I'Esprit-Saint, a donné naissance a un
enfant qu’elle nomma Jésus, et Il est devenu notre Sauveur. Quand la
mére de Saint Jean Baptiste, Elisabeth, rencontra la Sainte Vierge pour
la premiére fois, elle lui dit : « Vous étes bénie entre toutes les femmes
et vous portez un fruit béni. En d’autres mots, la Sainte Vierge était digne
d’une sélection divine. Elle avait été choisie d’étre la mére des méres entre
toutes les femmes. Elle devint 'exemple pour toutes les méres et leur mon-
tra que leur vocation était la maternité.

Durant nos réflexions sur la Sainte Vierge, il est impossible de ne penser
a certaines vérités. )

a) La Sainte Vierge devint IMMACULEE. Elle donna naissance au fils
de Dieu qui est venu a ce monde pour étre avec nous, pour nous guider et
nous aider. .

b) La Sainte Vierge devint la MERE DE DIEU. De Sa naissance a Sa
Crucifixion, elle demeura a c6té de son Fils et I'assista pour qu’ll puisse
réaliser Son Apostolat.

c) La Sainte Vierge devint un VAISSEAU DE LIBERATION. Elle a
contribué a la réalisation du sacrement de la libération, parce que Jésus
s’est acquiescé de sa divinité pour qu’ll nous livre du mal et nous guider
vers la libération.

d) La Sainte Vierge devint une PORTE-PAROLE. Toutes les per-
sonnes qui lui prient, prie parce qu’ils veulent gu’elles soient leurs porte-pa-
role auprés de Jésus, son fils, le Fils de Dieu.

Jésus avait promis a sa mére de 'emmener au Ciel et Il garda Sa promesse.
La Sainte Vierge trouva sa place éternelle et digne d’elle.

Aujourd’hui méme nous avons besoin de transformer nos vies, les rendre
plus complaisantes a Dieu.

Nos prétres et poétes ont écrit des hymnes et poémes qui décrivent la
Sainte Vierge d’'une maniére trés belle et la dépeignent en « Fleur éternelle
» et « arbre d’encens ».

On y retrouve aussi des descriptions comme : « Tu es un TEMPLE DE LU-
MIERES, tu es un AUTEL DORE, tu es 'INESTIMABLE MARGUERITE. »
Voici la signification de la féte de ’Assomption que tous les chrétiens
doivent savoir, particulierement les Arméniens.

_/4rc/wt/é%ue /9 a/aéen jéarian

Y@uth« '
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Each year on the Sunday closest to the date of August 15, the Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of the
Assumption of St. Mary, the Holy Mother of God. In the Calendar of the Armenian Church, this feast is the fourth of
five major feasts that are commemorated, and is the oldest one dedicated to St. Mary.

In the Holy Bible, there is little information concerning the details of St. Mary’s life. As a result, the story of
her Assumption has been preserved and passed on to us through the Holy and Sacred Tradition of the Apostolic

Church.

Following the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Holy Virgin remains in Jerusalem, and lives under the care of
St. John the Evangelist. For nearly 12 years, St. Mary lives by praying, fasting, and often visiting the empty tomb of

Reflection during the season of the Transfiguration
Matthew 16:13 - 17:13)

When you are with your family and friends, can they look at
you and say, “Yep! You're so honest, you're so responsible, you're so
reliable, you’re so caring — you are solid as a rock to us!” Is that how
you strive to behave, and is that how you are appreciated?

What kind of friends do you want to have in your life? Do you want
people who do not tell the truth, who cheat on tests, who steal from
lockers, who are doing things behind their parents’ backs like smoking
and drinking? Or, do you want to hang with people who are solid as a
rock in how they treat you were “Yes” is “Yes”, and “No” is “No”, and in
how they care for you and behave with you and your friends?

Jesus gave His disciple, Simon, a nickname. The nickname in Greek
is “Petros”, and in Armenian is “Vem”. It means “solid as a rock”. Then
Jesus gave all of us the great example by saying, “On this kind of a
rock | will build my Church.”

Are you as solid as a rock upon which Jesus can build His Church?
Can Jesus trust you to be honest, to work hard, to be respectful to your
family and friends, and most importantly, to love and honor God?

If you can always strive to be good and clean, honest and kind, hard-
working and responsible, loving and filled with cheer, then you are ex-
actly the kind of rock-solid person respected by your family, by your
friends, by the Church, and by God.

Rev. Dr. George A. Leylegian,
Archdeacon

her beloved Son. During one such visit to the tomb, the Archangel Gabriel appears and gives her the news of her
imminent assumption to heaven. St. Mary relays the news to her relatives and all Christians, asking them to bury

her in the valley of Gethsemane. St. Mary also asks the Apostle John to celebrate a Divine Liturgy, so she may receive Holy Communion one final
time. After receiving Holy Communion, St. Mary returns to her room. As the Apostles prepare to mourn her death, St. John asks the Mother of God
to leave an image of her face on a board of wood. St. Mary takes the board, crosses herself and brings it close to her face. Moistening the board
with her tears, she asks God that by means of the board, people would be cured from disease. As the Apostles surround St. Mary, an indescribable
light appears. The Son of God and the angels of heaven appear in the room. Seeing Christ, St. Mary dies.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle was absent and did not participate in the burial service of St. Mary. Upon his return to Jerusalem, he wishes to
see St. Mary for the last time. Per his request, the Apostles open the tomb, yet they do not find the remains of St. Mary. According to His promise,
Jesus Christ had delivered His mother to His heavenly kingdom. The Apostles give the board of St. Mary to St. Bartholomew for consolation.
According to Moses of Khoren, St. Bartholomew brings the board to Armenia. It is kept in the Province of Andzav, in a location called Darbnots.
Years later, a church is built there in honor of St. Mary, and a convent is opened.

On the Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary, the Ceremony of the Blessing of the Grapes is conducted, and the harvest for the entire year
is blessed on that day.

The Armenian Church has a deep and abiding respect towards St. Mary. Special emphasis is placed on her being a mother, her honesty,
her unique spirit of humility, her virtuous behavior and her unselfish dedication. For Armenian women, the Holy Virgin is the embodiment of virtue,
pious motherhood, and the protector of family sacredness.
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